
First of all thank you very much for having me today in this 

beautiful church. I have been here many times although not in 

this role. I think the first time must have been around 1998 

when I came and met Liz and some others to talk about 

preparing Children to receive Communion before Confirmation. 

Anyway- to the passages we have read today- what a gift . I 

had in my heart what I felt that God wanted me to talk to you 

about, and the readings from both Acts and the gospel from 

John were such a blessing, especially when particular verses 

jumped out from each! 

First to Acts. 

In Chapter 10 we are reading about the work of Peter. 

Throughout Acts the ministry of Peter and Paul the two 

founding apostles, one to the Jews and one to the Gentiles, are 

carefully interwoven. 

 

 



 

Dorcas, or Tabitha, which means Gazelle in English had spent 

her life helping others, and now she has died. 

It is not surprising that there are widows waiting around, since 

they would both have been beneficiaries of Tabitha’s generosity 

and the ones who had washed the body, since this was the 

work of women. Washing the body of the deceased was normal 

Jewish practice, though there is no mention here of anointing.  

The request for Peter seems to assume the possibility of some 

miraculous restoration and he shows no reluctance to come. 

Luke is not content to relate the bare facts of the story; just 

as he puts compassion at the centre of stories of Jesus’ 

healing, so he heightens the sense of pathos by describing the 

reaction of the mourners and their debt to the ministry of 

Tabitha, as they show the clothes she has given (though we 

are not told whether these are garments they are currently 

wearing). 
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As Jesus has done in previous accounts in the gospels, Peter 

sends the mourners out of the room; like Jesus, Peter uses a 

direct word of command; like Jesus, Peter takes her by the 

hand; and like Jesus, he presents her back to her own. 

But unlike Jesus, Peter needs to pray to the one who gives 

healing; there is no doubt here (as elsewhere) who the source 

of the healing is, and that Peter’s ministry is entirely dependent 

on the power of Jesus. Luke doesn’t have any qualms in noting 

that (again, in parallel to the ministry of Jesus) the story 

becomes well known, and that ‘many’ come to faith as a result. 

But, in contrast to contemporary stories of careless and 

insensitive prayer for healing, Peter has come in response to 

invitation, and the primary beneficiary is the person concerned. 

This is no performance in a circus of healing. 

 

Now throughout the old and new testament there are several 

accounts of people being raised from the dead and each time it 

is a stupendous miracle showing that god, who is himself the 
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source of life, has the ability to give life to whom he will, and 

sometimes earthly bodily life even after death 

There are some obvious parallels in the narrative with the story 

both of the raising of the widow of Nain’s son in Luke 7.11–

15 and the raising of Jairus’ daughter in Luke 8.49–56. And of 

course the raising of Lazarus. But these stories in turn have 

echoes of the ministry of Elijah and Elisha (such as 1 Kings 

17.17–24 and 2 Kings 4.32–37); Peter is not just continuing the 

ministry of Jesus, following his example, but is also standing in 

a long line of prophets in Israel who exercise a ministry of 

miraculous healing.  

Despite the focus on the ministry of individuals in Acts, and 

especially Peter and Paul, for Luke (as for all the biblical 

writers) the main actor in the drama, the prime subject of the 

narrative, is God himself—his sovereignty amongst his people, 

and the continuing ministry of Jesus carried out by the Spirit 

poured out on his people. But there is a strong sense in which 

Luke offers these stories as examples of the ‘normal’ Christian 
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life; as Peter stands in continuity both with the prophets and 

with Jesus himself, we too stand in continuity with him. 

 

The resurrection of Jesus that we celebrate especially at Easter 

but continue to celebrate every week at the communion table, 

is notably different , He is the only person to permanently 

return. All the others will die again at the end of their earthly 

lives, for that is the normal order of things.  

 

We heard in Johns gospel that the problem is that regardless of 

what Jesus says or does the debate will not end “ I have told 

you but you do not believe”, but they do not believe because 

they are not his sheep and they do not listen. 

 Throughout the bible there is a tension between gods initiative 

and human responsibility. It is only through the eyes of faith 

that one can see the truth. Those who belong to Jesus, who 

hear and recognise his voice have been given to him by the 

Father. Everything depends on our response to Gods initiative. 
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 The key verse in Johns gospel is 3.16 “ God sent his son into 

the world not to condemn the world but that the world might be 

saved through him” 

At the same time the result of Jesus coming into the world is 

that those who do not believe are subject to judgement. 

 

And try as we might- we cannot resolve this tension. We cannot 

argue people into faith with convincing words. Even Jesus 

couldn’t do that . 

 But we can declare the promise that creates and sustains our 

faith- the promise of the good shepherd to give us eternal life, 

the promise that no one will be able to snatch us out of his 

hand. We can help hearers to discern the shepherd’s voice 

amongst all the other voices that clamour for our attention. 

 

And how can we do that ?-  

 Well ,  we need to share our stories- We need to talk about 

what Jesus has done in our lives. Acts 10 v 42- after the raising 



of Tabitha – “ This became known throughout Joppa , and 

many believed in the Lord” 

 Luke 11 v 17 after the raising of the widows son at Nain “ The 

word about him spread throughout Judea and all the 

surrounding country” 

1 Kings 17 v 24 “ So the woman said to Elijah, Now I know that 

you are a man of God, and the word of the Lord in your mouth 

is the truth” 

 

Now you meet some people who very happily tell their story, 

their reason for having made a commitment and inviting Jesus 

into their lives. Admittedly some people go on so much it 

actually has the effect of putting you off, and then there are 

others who almost are embarrassed to admit that they are 

Christians. And to be able to talk about Jesus without making 

others feel embarrassed is quite a skill.  

 However, talking about ourselves is something most of us do 

quite happily and naturally. 



When I was a child I was a bit of a clever clogs. I did my 11-

plus at 9, and left school at 16 with 15 O-levels and four A-

levels. I rose to the top rapidly in a successful career as a 

commodity broker in the city in the early 1980’s, and then I had 

what I think of as my first real awakening to the reality of God, 

when my first child was born. I didn’t bank on being totally 

smitten and vowing never to return to the corporate world. 

Luckily, my husband, also in the corporate world in the City, 

supported my decision in every way, and I became a full time 

mum.  

I can talk about my journey for hours and won’t do so now, but I 

will jump forward thirty years. In the banking crisis of 2008, my 

husband lost his job. He worked for a bank who were largely 

held responsible for the turmoil, and he was sacked for refusing 

to sell PPI, before PPI was exposed as corrupt. So SACKED – 

no big pay-out or redundancy package, just the humiliation of 

being dismissed after 35 years loyal service, of being forced 

into selling our beautiful home, and living for a long time with 

the resulting mental scars. 



 

Anyway during my life I have had three brain bleeds and minor 

strokes, but 6 months into my training for ordination I had a 

more severe episode and have been left with considerable 

cognitive impairment. I considered giving up training, my 

assignment marks were to my mind very poor, having been a 

child who regularly got 85% and upwards, I was now struggling 

in the low 50’s.  

But then one of my tutors said “ Jesus never said go and make 

scholars” – and do you know what he didn’t. Of course 

academic learning is very important, both to help understand 

the texts in front of us and also for me at any rate to bring an 

added dimension. I love researching and background info and 

fun facts.- I just can’t retain them!! 

What Jesus did say was “ Go and make disciples”, and what 

better way than telling our stories. 

I have actually had a miraculous healing from the condition that 

has been causing my bleeds, but that is probably for another 

time. Since our fall from riches to rags we have become 



changed people and received immeasurable and innumerable 

blessings.- That too is for another time. 

For now, just think about what your life would be like without 

Jesus, think of how Jesus has changed your life, and tell 

people . It’s such a cliché to say life is a journey, but it is an 

accurate description. There are two journeys I am specifically 

thinking of in the New Testament – I think of the Emmaus road 

and the Damascus Road. As told in Luke’s gospel, the risen 

Jesus strolled unrecognised  with his disciples on the Emmaus 

road chatting gently about what was going on for them, and 

later they recognised him in the breaking of bread as they had 

supper together. On the Damascus road however, Paul had a 

dramatic bright light experience when he met God and was 

rendered blind for three days. I don’t know about you of course 

but I am very much an Emmaus Road person and God his 

revealed Godself to me gently throughout my life with various 

points when he was more obvious, or to be honest sometimes 

felt absent, Others have had dramatic conversion experiences 

and are enthusiastic and passionate when they speak.  If you 



are not an effusive type, maybe more reserved, then take to 

heart the oft quoted saying wrongly attributed to St Francis of 

Assisi “ Preach the gospel at all times. If necessary use words”. 

May you remember that every act of kindness, every time you 

care for a friend or stranger, every time you love someone, if 

you do it in Jesus’ name, you preach the gospel. Whichever 

sort of road you have travelled, Be bold, be brave- we can be 

so British and reserved talking about our faith- Why is that? Be 

excited like the first witnesses to the resurrection and tell others 

how Jesus life death resurrection and ascension- the creed we 

proclaim each week- has affected your life..  

 
   
 


