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My husband Colin has many talents, but sadly DIY is not one of them! If anything in the house needs 

to be fixed, he will just say, ‘We’ll have to get a man in.’ This is fuel to the fire in my feminist soul and 

so I immediately (and rather rashly) start looking for instructions as to how to fix said problem – the 

internet, old DIY manuals, etc and do my best to solve the problem. Unfortunately, the instructions 

are not always enough and we still have to get a man – or woman – in! 

The Bible as a whole is our instruction manual for life and shows us how we can have a relationship 

with God. He has also sent us a man – Jesus to fix the problem of sin and show us in person how this 

manual works. 

The letter to the Hebrews was written by an unknown author between 50 and 70AD as a specific 

instruction manual for Jewish Christians living in a society, like ours today, which doesn’t conform to 

the morals of Christianity. It’s theme is the supremacy of Jesus – his one perfect sacrifice of himself 

replaces the old animal sacrifices made for forgiveness of sins. 

Our reading from the final chapter of Hebrews sums up these instructions with 5 marks of Christian 

living: 

Hospitality, Compassion, Faithfulness, Contentment and Worship 

The first instruction is to be hospitable both to those we know and to those we don’t. 

The Greek word used in verse one ‘Let mutual love continue’ is ‘Philadelphia’ which, if you 

remember one of Kia’s sermons where she talked of the 4 words for Love in Greek, means ‘brotherly 

love’. We are to care for our brothers and sisters in the church family.  

Verse 2 goes on to tell us to extend that care to strangers and prisoners – perhaps not as easy as 

caring for those we know – to be compassionate.  

By showing hospitality to strangers, we may even ‘entertain angels’. There are stories in the Old 

Testament of Abraham, Gideon and Manoah doing just that, but what about now? Well, the word 

‘angel’ in Greek means messenger and I wonder if I met such an angel once. Some years ago, I met 

an amazing young woman called Nicky, whose life was directed by Jesus’ command to the disciples 

in Matthew 10 to travel the country and preach the Gospel. She obeyed this command, only carrying 

a Bible, no money and not even a change of clothes, relying on the hospitality of people she met, 

sleeping in church porches if there was nowhere else. We spent a day talking about faith and praying 

together and she then moved on, refusing to take any money but trusting in God for her next 

appointment! As I said – amazing! I was certainly blessed by my encounter with that stranger! 

As Christians we are asked to care for prisoners as though we suffer with them – we may not all be 

able to visit prisoners, but there are many charities we could support that help those in prison and 

their families in different ways. In David’s sermon last week, he reminded us of Mother Teresa’s 

hospital where each poor and starving patient was treated as if they were Christ himself – this is 

what Jesus taught us when he said “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 

brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” (Matthew 25:40) 

The next couple of verses talk about the sanctity of marriage and the danger of loving money – both 

attitudes are as counter-cultural now as they were 2,000 years ago.  

If we are faithful and trust in God, he will provide all we need – we can be contented not covetous, 

always wanting someone else or something more. The American financier Bernard Baruch was 



asked, ‘How much money does it take for a rich man to be satisfied?’ He replied, ‘Just a million more 

than he has.’ In this country, we are so much better off than the majority of the world who struggle 

just to survive and yet we all strive to have a better house, a smarter car or even (in my case 

anyway) yet another pair of shoes! Contentment comes from being happy with who we are and 

what we have, not from always wanting more. 

Jesus said ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you’: This promise is the foundation for contentment. 

We can’t count on material things, but we can always depend on God. He is always there for us. 

This lovely passage written so many years ago and yet still so relevant to us, contains practical 

instructions and wonderful promises –  

So, we are commanded to be Hospitable, Compassionate, Faithful and Contented and lastly to 

worship and praise God, in thanks for all he has given us. 

We can’t earn his favour and we no longer need to make sacrifices of animals to gain forgiveness of 

our sins. We’re not all expected to travel the country preaching the Gospel like Nicky, but we are 

asked to not only worship God by praising him and praying to him but also by living according to his 

instruction manual. In fact, Jesus condensed these instructions still further so that even those who 

don’t like long instructions can follow – “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 

with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a 

second is like it: “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” 

The Message version of the Bible expresses verse 16 like this, ‘So let’s go outside, where Jesus is, 

where the action is…make sure you don’t take things for granted and go slack in working for the 

common good: share what you have with others. God takes particular pleasure in acts of worship – a 

different kind of ‘sacrifice’ that takes place in the kitchen and workplace and on the streets.’ 

May God give us all the grace to live well, wherever we are – as he has instructed.  

AMEN 

 


